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Dear APL Supporters, 
 
Almut is taking a well-deserved break from writing the newsletter; I hope you don’t 
mind a few words from me. 
 
If you haven’t noticed my presence as co-President of APL (since Jan 2021), that’s been 
intentional. I’m trying to learn the intricacies of what Almut does, and am trying to 
lighten her workload, all while still holding down a fulltime job at Eglin hospital. Some 
of you may already know me as an APL supporter/volunteer. I realize it may take some 
time to see me in this new role, but I am excited about serving in this capacity. 
 
Almut and I talk to many people on the phone each day. So often, we hear that the caller 
was willing/able to feed a cat that showed up at the house…until that one cat became 
pregnant and now the caller needs help to feed/rehome kittens. I ask each of you to (as 
best as you can) be aware of your neighborhoods and people you know. If you know of 
people feeding a cat or two, please encourage them to schedule a spay/neuter. Let’s keep 
a manageable situation that…manageable, and prevent feline overpopulation. Shelters 
and rescues can only take in so many before they are at or over capacity. Their ability to 
responsibly accept more is directly related to the number of animals adopted (they have 
no problem with supply). 
 
We wouldn’t be able to do the numbers of spays and neuters we do without the 
willingness of our fantastic partner vets to provide first class veterinary care at 
affordable rates. There are many veterinary practices in the area that will not offer 
discounts of any kind, so with costs of everything going up these days, people are having 
more challenges than ever before to get animals in for spay/neuter and basic care. Often 
is the case that people reach out to APL for spay/neuter assistance because the vet 
practices they have contacted are charging several hundreds of dollars to spay a cat; they 
just can afford that cost on top of their other monthly expenses. We extend our heartfelt 
thanks to Dr. James Culotta and his team at Emerald Coast Animal Hospital and to  
Dr. Laurel Tovrea and her team at Crossroads Animal Clinic for all they do for APL.  
We send congratulations and best wishes to Dr. Forrest Townsend on his retirement.  
He confidently told me that Bayside Hospital for Animals is in the very good hands of  



Dr. Ben Williams and the team there. APL looks forward to continuing its partnership 
with Emerald Coast, Crossroads, and Bayside in the future. 
 
We give notable mention to recurring supportive businesses (Subaru and Bingo) and new 
supporting agencies. Joining with their support for the APL mission is State Farm 
Insurance (Jennifer Schweikert, Agent) and Yvonne West, Realtor. Ms. Schweikert’s 
agency offset the costs for a mass Spay/Neuter Day event affording significant price 
breaks to help folks in the community get their cats to the vet. She also hosted a dog 
adoption event in her State Farm parking lot featuring the pups available through Nauti 
Dawgs Rescue and asked APL to be there to be a part of the fun. Ms. West has taken it 
upon herself to donate a portion of the proceeds from her real estate transactions to a 
non-profit organization that benefits animals. What an innovative way to give back! We 
thank Jennifer and Yvonne for being animal lovers and supporters of organizations that 
benefit animals. Last but not least, we are thankful to our faithful members who keep us 
in mind and send in a donation on a recurring basis.  
 ~Susan 
 
 

 
     Almut Flengte-Parker                                 Susan J. Schuenemann 



 
 
In July 2020, we bid a sad farewell to Alison DeBruhl, a longtime supporter of the 
APL. Alison spent a career in service to others as a social worker, but nothing 
exemplifies her caring nature better than her life-long commitment to her feline and 
canine friends. She tirelessly dedicated herself to the mission of rescuing, fostering 
and loving cats, and she vigorously promoted spay and neuter programs. The 
countless hours and personal resources that she poured into this undertaking will be 
her legacy for years to come. 
 
It was her wish that in lieu of flowers, memorial contributions be made to the Animal 
Protection League, the America Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals 
(ASPCA) or other animal protection organizations. Additionally, Alison bequeathed a 
generous donation to the APL. We are very appreciative for her gift and pledge to be 
good stewards with it so it will help spay and neuter as many animals as possible. 
Thank you, Alison. 

 

Our Pet Adoption 
The APL mission is spay or neuter but we’re 
fortunate to have a few private volunteer 
foster families who care for injured, 
orphaned or abandoned cats and kittens. We 
are forever grateful for their time. 
 
Petland in Fort Walton Beach has also been 
very helpful over the years by allowing us to 
have a large condo to show our cats and 
kittens available for adoption. Thank you 
foster families and Petland! 



 
Spay/Neuter Transports 
Blooper Animal Rescue & Transport 
Wiregrass Spay/Neuter Alliance 
 

 
APL volunteers are grateful to Blooper Animal Rescue & Transport and Wiregrass 
Spay/Neuter Alliance for partnering with us to reduce the feline overpopulation by 
offering spay/neuter transports and appointments. The transports are coordinated out 
of Crestview but all Okaloosa residents are encouraged to participate. 
 
From May through September, 129 families have signed up for the transports 
resulting in 185 cats and kittens (107 females / 78 males) sterilized and vaccinated for 
rabies. Photos are just a few of our 
local cats and kittens that have 
participated so far. Thank you to 
everyone who makes this possible 
along with your kind donations. Please 
email contact@okaloosaAPL.org for 
more information about upcoming 
transports and how to schedule. 
 
Blooper Animal Rescue & 
Transportation is a non-profit 
dedicated to saving the lives of 
animals through transportation 
support. The group provides essential 
transportation programs to facilitate 
access to low-cost veterinarian 
services and animal placement. 
Click to visit their web site: 
www.blooperanimalrescue.org 
 
The Wiregrass Spay/Neuter Alliance mission is to provide high-quality, low-cost 
spay/neuter as a more humane alternative to euthanasia. Their goals are community 
education, and making surgeries more affordable for all pet owners, regardless of 
their economic status. Click to visit their web site: www.wiregrassspayneuter.org 
 
 
 
 



 

September 24-25  ~ Emerald Coast Home & Boat Show 

Please look for us at the Emerald Coast Home & Boat Show at the Convention Center 
on Okaloosa Island. It’s an opportunity for volunteers to interact with the public and 
introduce the APL to those that may not be familiar with our mission and what we do 
in Okaloosa County. If you are in the area, please stop by the APL booth. We’d love 
to see you. Click for event info: Emerald Coast Home and Boat Show 2022 

APL fundraising: Without the generous donations that APL receives, we wouldn’t be 
able to do the important work that we do. In addition to donations received, APL 
volunteers have also rolled up their sleeves to organize and work some yard sales in the 
past to bring in extra dollars for APL. We have a couple of yard sales coming up. If you 
have any items that you no longer need, and are willing to donate to the yard sale, 
proceeds of which will go to APL, don’t get rid of them just yet. See below. 

October 21-22 

- Yard Sale at Almut’s house (623 W. Sunset Blvd, FWB). Please call Almut at 850-
830-2909 regarding items you have for the yard sale and to coordinate drop off. 

November 5 

- Poquito Bayou Community Yard Sale at Jane Fedosky and Dave Hensley’s house (1 
Bay Street, Shalimar). Please contact Jane or Dave at 850-651-5300 regarding items 
you have for the yard sale and to coordinate drop off. Sorry, due to limited space, 
they are unable to accept donations of clothes, shoes, books, mugs, or glassware. 

 



 
 

We are grateful to everyone who supports the 
APL mission. THANKS to all who have donated. 
Any amount, big or small, is very much 
appreciated! 
 
 

 
Donate By Check ~ Please make checks payable to Animal Protection League 
Our mailing address is APL, PO Box 51, Fort Walton Beach FL 32549 
 
Memorial Donation 
We greatly appreciate donations given in memory of a beloved person or pet. If you 
would like to give the APL a Memorial Donation please ensure our address is listed 
as APL, PO Box 51, Fort Walton Beach FL 32549. 
 
Donate Online ~ Please Consider a Recurring Donation 
Giving Fund - www.paypal.com/fundraiser/charity/193007 
APL PayPal Address - Donate@OkaloosaAPL.org 
 
APL Membership 
Membership is open to those who support our mission and goals. Please call 850-862-
8030 to join. Dues are: 
Annual $15 Individuals or $25 Families  ~  $150 Individual Life Membership 
 

Total Membership:  195 including 170 Life Members 

 
Receive the APL Newsletter by Email 
Please help us save time, paper, printing and stamps by receiving the APL newsletter 
via e-mail. Send your email address to buster1998@cox.net. Thanks! 
 
A COPY OF THE ANIMAL PROTECTION LEAGUE OF OKALOOSA COUNTY, INC. 
OFFICIAL REGISTRATION #CH4323 AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION MAY BE 
OBTAINED FROM THE DIVISION OF CONSUMER SERVICES BY CALLING TOLL-FREE 
WITHIN THE STATE 1-800-HELP-FLA (435-7352) OR BY VISITING THEIR WEB SITE. 


